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This document represents the seventh edition of Rhode Island’s plan for
outdoor recreation, conservation, and open space. The plan establishes
a policy framework for short and long term problem solving and includes a
five-year Action Agenda of specific proposals.

The plan was approved by the State Planning Council as an element of
the State Guide Plan and by the National Park Service, as the State of
Rhode Island’s State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for the
2003-2008 period.



THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND ANDPROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

THE STATE PLANNING COUNCIL

Mr. Robert J. Higgins, Director Department of Administration (Chair) [represented by Robert
Griffith, Ph.D]

Mr. Jeffrey Grabowski, Governor’s Office (Vice Chair)

Mr. John O’Brien, Chief, Statewide Planning Program (Secretary)

Mr. Daniel Beardsley, Executive Director, Rl League of Cities and Towns

Ms. Jeanne Boyle, President, Rl League of Cities and Towns

Mr. James Capaldi P.E., Director, RI Department of Transportation, Governor’s Designee
Mr. Stephen Cardi, Esq., Public Member

Mr. Russell C. Dannecker, Senate Fiscal and Policy Advisor, Senate Designee

Mr. Kevin Flynn, City of Cranston, Designee of RI League of Cities and Towns

Ms. Rosemary Booth Gallogly, Budget Officer, Department of Administration

Ms. Lucy Garliauskas, Federal Highway Administration (non-voting member)

Mr. Vincent Masino, Public Member

Mr. William Sequino, Public Member

Mr. Samuel Shamoon, Director, Department of Planning & Development, City of Providence,
Ms. Deborah Smith, Governor’s Office of Municipal Affairs

Ms. Janet White Raymond, Public Member

Representative Thomas Winfield, House Speaker Designee



THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
Ms. Kristine Stuart, Public Member, North Kingstown (Chair)
Mr. M. Paul Sams, Rl Water Resources Board (Vice Chair)
Mr. Raymond Allen, RI Public Utilities Commission
Mr. Wolfgang Baurer, Local Government, West Warwick
Mr. Tim Bonin, Governor’s Policy Office
Mr. Paige Bronk, Local Government, Newport
Dr. Walter Combs, Rl Department of Health
Ms. Diane Feather, American Planning Association
Mr. Christopher Hawkins, Local Government, Smithfield
Ms. Amrita Hill, Rl Economic Development Corporation
Ms. Janet Keller, Rl Department of Environmental Management
Mr. Thomas Kravitz, Local Government, Burrillville
Mr. Dennis Langley, Urban League of Rhode Island
Mr. Robert Letourneau, RI Department of Transportation
Dr. Patrick Malone, Brown University
Ms. Eugenia Marks, Audubon Society of Rhode Island
Mr. Ralph Rizzo, US Federal Highway Administration

Mr. Thomas Willet, Local Government, Pawtucket



STATE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN
STEERING COMMITTEE

Ms. Terri Bisson, RI Department of Environmental Management, Programming Service Officer,
Office of Strategic Planning and Policy

Mr. Joseph G. Dias, Rl Department of Environmental Management, Deputy Chief, Division of
Planning and Development

Mr. Thomas A. Dupree, RI Department of Environmental Management, Chief, Division of Forest
Environment

Ms. Diane Feather, Planner, City of East Providence

Mr. Paul Jordan, RI Department of Environmental Management, Supervising GIS Specialist,
Management Information Services

Ms. Janet Keller, Rl Department of Environmental Management, Chief, Office of Strategic
Planning and Policy

Mr. Larry Mouradjian, RI Department of Environmental Management, Chief, Division of Parks
and Recreation

Ms. Michele Musselman, Policy Analyst, Rl Department of Environmental Management, Office
of Strategic Planning and Policy

Mr. Kevin Nelson, Principal Planner, Rl Department of Administration, Statewide Planning
Program

Mr. John Stolgitis, RI Department of Environmental Management, Chief, Division of Fish and
Wildlife

Mr. Robert W. Sutton, Jr., Rl Department of Environmental Management, Chief, Division of
Planning and Development

Ms. Jamie Tosches, Environmental Planner, Rl Department of Environmental Management,
Office of Strategic Planning and Policy

Mr. Lee R. Whitaker, AICP, Director of Planning, Town of East Greenwich, representing the
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Planning Association



Preface

Providing for the public's enjoyment of Rhode Island's outdoor environment is an important
responsibility of state government. Increasingly, Rhode Islanders turn to the outdoors to relax, to
have fun, to maintain their health and vigor, to understand their natural and cultural heritage, and to
bring added meaning to their lives. Visitors to the state have also sought the pleasures of Rhode
Island's natural environment in growing multitudes. Tourism contributes an estimated $1.7 billion
annually to the state's economy.

Provision of outdoor recreation is a mission of increasing scope, complexity, and expense,
involving all levels of government, and a growing number and diversity of private entities. Rhode
Islanders' love of the outdoors -- their land, their shoreline, their lakes and ponds -- has translated
into an extensive public recreational estate. More people using the outdoors in many diverse
fashions has meant more opportunities for user conflicts, greater stress on the resource base,
demands for more areas and facilities--in short--added responsibilities and new problems for land
managers and recreation providers. Today's recreation professionals must wear a multitude of
hats: resource steward, activity scheduler, conflict mediator, educator, advocate, fund-raiser, and
rule-enforcer. They must also be efficient since budgets traditionally lag behind needs.

The purpose of this document is to provide the effective planning needed to guide and
direct the efforts of state, municipal, and private agencies as they grapple with the problems of
protecting the resource base and providing recreational opportunities for present and future
generations of Rhode Islander’'s and visitors to the state. Good planning brings all those with
concerns relevant to outdoor recreation together to communicate their interests and perspectives
of the vital issues. It sometimes uncovers new answers to longstanding problems; more often, but
no less validly, reiterates longstanding ideas whose time has finally come. It also provides an
important perspective for managers who must constantly focus on the present an opportunity to
think about the future, and to formulate a vision for it.

Adoption

This plan was adopted as Element 152 of the State Guide Plan by the Rhode Island State
Planning Council on March 13, 2003 following a public hearing held on March 10, 2003.

Relation to Other Plans

The State Guide Plan is actually a collection of many individual plans that collectively
present a vision for the future development of Rhode Island and strategic approaches to attaining
that vision. In addition to Ocean State Outdoors, there are several other State Guide Plans that
present important pieces of how Rhode Island should manage its precious outdoor resources.
Those plans that are most directly relevant to Ocean State Outdoors are:

A Greener Path...Greenspace and Greenways for Rhode Island’s Future
Rhode Island Rivers Policy and Classification Plan

Rhode Island Urban and Community Forest Plan

The State Historical Preservation Plan
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Additionally, several plans, notably the Comprehensive Conservation and Management
Plan for Narragansett Bay, the Water Supply Plan for Rhode Island, and the Nonpoint Source
Pollution Management Plan, speak extensively to the protection of our water resources that are
critical to the resource base for much o the outdoor recreation system.
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